
12 Formative Assessment Tips and Tools
Here are 12 tips for using formative assessment to elevate student voice.

These tips and tools were originally presented in an interactive webinar by Monica Burns at 
Engage by Kognity, a virtual conference for educators. To watch that webinar in full, click here.

Tip 3: Respond with illustrations

Another way to let your students’ voices be 
heard is to give them the option to respond with 
visuals and illustrations. Some students are very 
comfortable in writing, but this option could give 
you new insights when assessing your students.

You can use paper and pen in the classroom, 
but there are also various online drawing tools 
that work well.

Tooltip: Seesaw

A student-driven digital portfolio that inspires your 
students to do their best work.

Tip 2: Try a backchannel discussion

A backchannel chat is similar to what your 
students might have experienced during online 
learning, with a chat box in a video call. This 
extra forum for discussion has proved useful for 
classroom discussions and informal assessment 
of your students’ knowledge.

Tooltip: Backchannelchat.com

Live chat for classrooms, with the functionality for 
teachers to moderate the conversation.

Bonus tip! Try a ‘waterfall’ chat during a lesson. 
Give your students a prompt to type in the chat box, 
but ask everyone to hit enter at the same time – 
you’ll get everyone’s answers flooding the chat!

Tip 1: Start with a ‘do now’

At the beginning of a lesson, get your students to take a step back. This 
puts your class in the right mindset, and it also gives you a sense of where 
they’re at with the content. Start them off with a question prompt, such as: 

•	 What	do	you	already	know	about	X	topic?	

•	 What	are	you	curious	about	when	learning	about	X?	

•	 What	do	you	remembver	from	the	last	lesson?	

You can also start the lesson in a fun way, giving your students 
the chance to share something silly. For example:

•	 Would	you	rather	do	X	or	X?	

•	 What	is	your	favourite	animal/food/place	to	visit/etc.?

Tooltip: Mentimeter or Slido. 

Easy-to-use interactive quizzes, 
polls and word clouds, which allow 
you to share responses for everyone 
to see or save them for later.

www.kognity.com

https://youtu.be/4KLzK0EsNeM
https://web.seesaw.me/
https://backchannelchat.com/
https://www.mentimeter.com/
https://www.sli.do/


Tip 4: Let students annotate text

Tip 5: Use graphic organisers

Tip 6: Incorporate voice recordings

Tip 7: Let the students choose how to respond

Tip 8: Keep track of student responses

We’ve all been there, making 30 copies of the same article for a class and 
asking them to highlight and annotate specific areas of interest. This can a 
great way to observe how they interact with a text, but it can be a struggle to 
monitor everyone’s interactions in the classroom, as well as to keep track of 
the copies afterwards. This exercise works perfectly in a digital environment, 
making it easier for you to follow each student’s process.

Looking at how your students collect and organise data can be a 
great formative assessment method. You can do this easily with digital 
organisers, also known as digital whiteboards. You can also use these 
tools to differentiate instruction, assigning different kinds of graphic 
organisers to students according to their needs.

When your students are answering questions, try using voice recordings for 
a change of pace. This is also a great way to support students who aren’t as 
strong in writing. Being able to hear your students’ voices also gives you insights 
that go beyond the information that you’re looking for in their answers – you 
might hear that they are excited about the topic, or the complete opposite!

Allow students to respond in any way they want! This may sound chaotic, 
but if your end goal is to hear from every student and assess if they’re on 
the right track, this is a great way to make the activity as accessible as 
possible. And there are tools for making it less chaotic and keeping it all 
in one place.

When you’re using different strategies and tools for formative 
assessment, it can be tricky to keep track of which student has done 
what and how they performed each time. One way to simplify this is to 
work with digital checklists, which can be customised easily.

Tooltip: Nearpod

Interactive lesson tool with lots 
of useful features. You can use 
‘draw it’ for text annotations.

Tooltip: Jamboard or Miro

Digital whiteboards that let you 

collaborate with your class in real time.

Tooltip: Reverb

Online voice 
recording for 
students.

Tooltip: Nearpod

Interactive lesson tool with lots 
of useful features. You can use 
‘draw it’ for text annotations.

Tooltip: Padlet

A digital noticeboard where you can 
post in a lot of different formats, 
including video, image, text and 
more.

Tooltip: Google Forms

Check out Monica’s full blog and 
tutorial on how to create a digital 
checklist here.

https://jamboard.google.com/
https://miro.com/
https://reverb.chat/uses/voice-recording-for-students/
https://nearpod.com/
https://padlet.com/
https://www.google.com/forms/
https://classtechtips.com/2021/02/03/digital-checklist-google-forms/


Tip 9: Provide audio feedback

Tip 10: Give feedback in journals

When you read an email, text or social media post, it’s 
easy to interpret a tone or emotion that the sender never 
intended. This can also be the case when you’re giving 
feedback to your students, especially on projects where 
they might feel a bit unsure. One way of handling this is 
to try giving feedback in an audio format instead, adding 
a personal touch.

If you are already working with student journals, it’s great if you can give 
feedback directly in the journals themselves. It could be as simple as an 
encouraging emoji! And if you haven’t tried working with student journals 
before, check out this blog post on how to get started. 

Tooltip: Bookcreator

A simple way to make digital books/
journals online.

Tip 11: Use asynchronous responses

A lot of the 10 tips mentioned so far are great 
tools to use in a live setting with your students, 
but they are also ideal for use in a self-paced 
environment. You can ask your students to add 
responses by the end of the week, and you can 
use that information to flip your classroom or 
open up discussions at the start of a lesson. 

Tooltip: Flipgrid

An easy tool that allows your students to share video.

Tip 12: Bring the exit slip to life

A really popular way to ‘check the temperature’ 
of your students as they leave your class is to 
use exit slips/tickets. You can do this with sticky 
notes in the classroom, or using a text-based 
digital tool. But to make it a bit more exciting for 
both the students and for you as the teacher, 
you can set them the exercise of creating a 
collage of their takeaways from the lesson.

Tooltip: Adobe Express or Canva

Can be used to create image collages.

Tooltip: Mote

A Google Chrome extension that supports audio 
snippets in Google Docs.

https://classtechtips.com/2020/11/06/interactive-journals/
https://info.flipgrid.com/
https://express.adobe.com/
https://www.canva.com/
https://www.mote.com/


For more Edtech tips make sure to check out 
Monica Burns’ website Classtechtips. 

Formative assessment in Kognity 
Now that we’re putting this list together, we can’t help sharing a fews ways that 
Kognity supports more effective formative assessment.

When you set automated assignments, students get instant 
feedback. This way, any misunderstandings or knowledge gaps are 
rectified straight away.

1

2 The platform’s built-in analytics give you an up-to-date snapshot 
of what your students know. Meanwhile, the strength bar helps 
students to reflect on their own progress.

3 Kognity is great for flipped learning. By setting a pre-lesson reading 
assignment with a quick diagnostic test, you can go into the 
classroom with a clear idea of your students’ prior knowledge.

www.kognity.com

https://classtechtips.com/

